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Value-added tax (VAT) 
 

Tax on the turnover of goods and services is regulated by the Value Added Tax Act, which is fully 

harmonised with all provisions of the VAT Directives. 

VAT is payable: 

- on all taxable supplies of goods and services made by a taxable person in the course of their 

economic activity in Slovenia;  

- on an intra-Community acquisition;  

- on the importing of goods. 

Taxable persons 

A taxable person is any person who independently carries out any economic activity, in any place, 

regardless of its economic outcome. 

A taxable person must apply for registration in the following cases:  

- a domestic taxable person, if the value of their supplies over the last 12 months exceeds the 

threshold of EUR 50,000; 

- a foreign taxable person making supplies to Slovenia regardless of the transaction value; 

- a domestic or foreign taxable or non-taxable person who makes intra-Community acquisitions of 

goods if their total value exceeds the threshold of EUR 10,000;  

- any taxable person receiving services in Slovenia upon which VAT is payable by the recipient; and 

- any taxable person supplying services to another taxable person from another member state for 

which VAT is payable by the recipient. 

Small businesses may apply for voluntary registration, which should be valid for at least a 5-year period. 

Tax rates 

Three VAT rates apply in Slovenia. 

The standard VAT rate is 22% and relates to all supplies of goods and services not specified as being subject 

to the reduced rate or to exemptions. 

The reduced rate is 9.5% and pertains to goods and services specifically defined by the VAT Act (foodstuffs; 

water supplies; medicines and personal medical appliances; passenger transport; admission to cultural and 

sporting events; the supply, construction, renovation and alteration of social housing; hotel 

accommodation etc.). 

The special reduced rate is 5% and pertains to the supply, including library loan, of books, newspapers and 

periodicals. 

In compliance with EU rules, several activities or transactions are exempt from VAT (e.g. certain activities in 

the public interest, certain financial transactions, insurance and reinsurance transactions, international 

transport of passengers except for international road transport, leasing and letting of immovable services, 

the supply of goods essential to VAT-exempt transactions, universal postal services). 
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Person liable for charging and paying VAT 

Depending on the location of the buyer and seller as well as the type of supply, the following rules apply: 

- the buyer and seller are in Slovenia: the seller charges and pays VAT on supplies of goods and 

services; 

- the buyer and seller are in different EU member states: the buyer charges and pays VAT on the 

acquisition of goods and for business-to-business supplies of services. For business-to-consumer 

supplies of services, the seller charges and pays VAT. Specific rules apply to certain services (e.g. 

intermediary services; services connected with immovable property; transport services; cultural, 

artistic, sporting, scientific, educational, entertainment or similar services; ancillary transport 

services; valuations of movable tangible property or work on such property; restaurant and catering 

services; the hiring of means of transport; and telecommunication, broadcasting and electronic 

services supplied to consumers); 

- the buyer is in Slovenia and the seller is in a non-EU country: the customs administration charges 

VAT on the importing of goods whereby the buyer pays the VAT. Different rules apply to services 

(depending on the place of the provision and type of service; in most cases, the buyer pays the VAT, 

with the latter exercising it as input VAT); and 

- the buyer is in a non-EU country and the seller is in Slovenia: the seller does not charge or pay VAT.  

Registration of foreign taxable persons 

A foreign natural or legal person performing business with goods and services in Slovenia subject to 

Slovenian VAT (except when they supply goods or services for which VAT is payable solely by the customer) 

must register for VAT and acquire a VAT identification number prior to commencing business. 

Upon registration, both foreigners and Slovenian taxable persons must charge VAT and submit a VAT 

return to the tax authority once a month (or quarterly if certain conditions are met). 

Appointment of a representative 

A foreign person may authorise a Slovenian taxable person to perform obligations and exercise their rights 

on their behalf as regards the obligations and rights of a foreign person registered for VAT in Slovenia. 

A tax representative may be any legal or natural person that is a resident of Slovenia and liable to VAT, 

except the subsidiaries of a foreign person. 

The appointment of a tax representative is mandatory for foreigners, which do not have their registered 

seat in Slovenia and do not come from an EU member state. 
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VAT refunds to foreign taxable persons 

A foreign taxable person is entitled to a refund of VAT paid in Slovenia if the following conditions are met: 

- they are not established in Slovenia and have no permanent address or usual residence in Slovenia;  

- they are not registered in Slovenia;  

- they don’t provide supplies of goods and services in Slovenia (except for transport and transport-

related services subject to exemption and for supplies of goods and services, where the tax on the 

supply is payable by the person receiving the supply).  

The minimum refund limits are: 

- EUR 400 if the refund period is less than one calendar year but not less than three months (six 

months in case of taxable persons established outside the EU);  

- EUR 50 if the refund period is one calendar year or the remaining portion of a calendar year. 

The Ljubljana Financial Office is the competent tax authority for making VAT refunds to foreign taxable 

persons. 

VAT refunds to taxable persons established in another EU member state 

A taxable person established in another EU member state is entitled to a refund of those VAT amounts for 

which the taxable person established in Slovenia may exercise a right of deduction. 

To be entitled to a refund of VAT in Slovenia, the taxable person must carry out transactions for which it 

holds the right to deduct VAT in the member state where they are established. 

To obtain a VAT refund in Slovenia, the taxable person must submit an electronic refund application via the 

electronic portal set up by the member state that issued their VAT number (typically the member state in 

which they are established). 

Refund applications must be submitted by 30 September of the calendar year following the refund period.  

VAT refunds to taxable persons established outside the EU 

VAT refunds to taxable persons established outside the EU are only granted according to conditions of 

reciprocity. 

Taxable persons file their VAT refund claims in Slovenia via the eDavki electronic portal by using the form 

DDV-VTD. Before filing a claim, an applicant must obtain a tax number and a qualified digital certificate to 

access the Financial Administration’s electronic eDavki system. Alternatively, taxable persons may 

authorise another person to file a VAT refund claim through the eDavki portal and to represent them in the 

refund procedure. 

A refund application must be submitted to the competent tax authority by 30 June of the calendar year 

following the refund period. 


